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Test Update 
From Your Laboratory Service Provider, PathGroup Labs 

Methodology change for Herpes Simplex Virus Types 1 & 2 IgG Testing 
Samuel Smith, MD Lab Director / Jeff Johnson, Clinical Lab Manager 

 

Overview and Clinical Utility: 
Effective Aug 5, 2009, PathGroup Labs will begin performing Herpes Simplex Virus Types 1 & 2 IgG antibodies using 
multiplex flow immunoassay technology. Correlation testing was performed with Focus diagnostics Herpes Select EIA 
methodology. Correlation results were excellent and moving to the new platform will allow us to increase the number of 
testing days to 5 days a week from the previous 3 days. Test code ordering will remain the same. Report format will 
change slightly as indicated below. 

 
Test Methodology: 
This multiplex flow immunoassay on the BioPlex 2200 System detects the Herpes Simplex Virus Types 1 & 2 IgG 
antibodies (HSV1, HSV2). In conjunction with clinical findings, this test is indicated for sexually active individuals and 
expectant mothers as an aid for the presumptive diagnosis of HSV infection. 

  
Ordering: 
Test Code            Test Name                                                         CPT 

H1GL  Herpes Simplex Virus Type 1 IgG 86695 

H2GL  Herpes Simplex Virus Type 2 IgG 86696 

HSVG  Herpes Simplex Virus Type 1 & 2 IgG 
86695, 
86696 

 
Reference interval for HSV 1& 2 IgG: 
                                         

  New Reference Range: Previous Reference Range: 

≤ 0.9 – Negative  < 0.9 – Negative 

0.9 -1.0 – Equivocal  >0.9 – <1.1 - Equivocal 

≥ 1.1 – Positive > 1.1 – Positive 

Units: Antibody Index (AI) Units: Index Values (IV) 
 

 
Specimen Collection and Storage: 
1) Collect specimen in a serum separator tube.. 

a) Allow serum tube to clot for 30 minutes. 
b) Spin serum separator tube 10-15 minutes @ 3500 rpm. 

2) Serum specimens are stable refrigerated for 7 days or frozen for 30 days. 

 
Test Performed: 
Monday - Friday 

 

Turnaround time: 
1-2 days 
            

For further questions, please contact Client Services at 615-562-9300 or 1-888-474-5227. 


